r 


"A  Study  of  Results  Overlap  and  Uniqueness 
among  Major  Web  Search  Engines,"  by 

Amanda  Spink,  Bernard  ).  lansen,  Chris 
Blakely,  and  Sherry  Koshman.  Information 
Processing  and  Management  42,  no.  5  (Sep¬ 
tember  2006):  1379-1391. 

.  .This  paper  reports  the  results  of  a  major 
study  examining  the  overlap  among  results 
retrieved  by  multiple  Web  search  engines  for 

a  large  set  of  more  than  10,000  queries _ 

Findings  show  that  the  percent  of  total  results 


unique  to  only  one  of  the  four  Web  search 
engines  was  84.9%,  shared  by  two  of  the  four 
search  engines  was  1 1 .4%,  shared  by  three  of 
the  Web  search  engines  was  2.6%,  and  shared 
by  all  four  W'eb  search  engines  was  1.1%.  This 
small  degree  of  overlap  shows  the  significant 
difference  in  the  way  major  Web  search 
engines  retrieve  and  rank  results  in  response 
to  given  queries.  Results  point  to  the  value  of 
metasearch  engines  in  Web  retrieval  to  over¬ 
come  the  biases  of  individual  search  engines" 
(abstract). 


"Visualization-based  Information  Retrieval 
on  tbe  Web,"  by  Sherry  Koshman.  Library 
and  Information  Science  Research  28,  no.  2 
(2006):  192-207. 

Koshman  "reviews  some  of  the  human  percep¬ 
tual  theory  behind  the  graphical  interface  of 
information  visualization  systems,  analyzes 
iconic  representations  and  information  density 
on  visualization  displays,  and  examines  informa¬ 
tion  retrieval  tasks  that  have  been  used  in  visual¬ 
ization  system  user  research"  (abstract). 
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and  Mr.  Hyde  or  How  Reasonable  Ideas 
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by  David  F.  Kohl,  Editor-in-Chief 
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With  great  appreciation  and  not  a  little  embarrassment,  we  thank  Ms.  Dorothy  Knee,  McGoogan, 
Library  of  Medicine,  University  of  Nebraska  Medical  Center,  Omaha,  Nebraska,  for  pointing  out 
the  overlooked  typo  involving  “ice  cream  Sunday  (sundae)”  in  the  editorial  of  the  July  2006 
issue.  Clearly,  the  intention  was  a  referral  to  a  tasty  treat  rather  than  to  an  intriguing  version  of  a 
church  social. 
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